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Editorial 


Marti  stones  mark  holy  spots,  mountain  passes, 
and  entrances  to  villages  and  monasteries*  Some' 
times  they  are  found  carved  on  rocks  in  rivers  where 
water  flows  over  the  mantra,  carrying  the  prayers 
downstream  for  the  benefit  of  all  living  beings* 

— Barbara  Ellis  Martz  from  Photographs  compiled 
and  published  by  Elsa  Martz 

The  language  of  art,  music,  poetry  and  the 
sacred  scriptures  of  all  traditions  return  us  to  our 
Source.  Continuing  revelation  with  its  accumu- 
lation  of  insights  points  to  One  Source  and 
many  languages  of  the  Spirit. 

This  issue  begins  with  a photographic  vision 
of  sacred  language  which  Barbara  Martz  found  in 
Nepal  in  1985.  Mani  stones  are  visible  prayers 
carved  in  rock,  a practice  centuries  old. 

Barbara  Martz  was  a young  Friend  from  Man- 
Chester,  Massachusetts,  a member  of  Cambridge 
Meeting,  a professional  photographer  living  and 
working  in  San  Francisco.  On  December  4, 

1985  Barbara  died  in  her  home  resisting  an 
unknown  assailant.  She  was  twenty^eight.  I 
came  to  know  her  only  after  her  death  through 
her  family  and  friends  who  gathered  at  Friends 
Center  to  share  their  love  and  their  grief  for 
Barbara,  and  through  her  photographic  legacy 
which  continues  to  speak  in  the  book  her 
mother  and  business  partners  compiled. 

Barbara  had  travelled  and  photographed  in 
Europe,  in  Peru  and  Mexico  and  in  Nepal.  It 
was  her  intention  to  return  to  the  Himalayas  to 
continue  climbing  and  filming.  In  preparation 
for  that  she  studied  Tibetan  with  Lama  Kunga. 

In  a journal  entry  from  Nepal  she  wrote:  “I  am 
so  very  very  happy.  Gyaltsen  is  teaching  me 
how  to  say  this  in  Nepalese.” 

Acts  of  violence  cut  short  Barbara’s  journey^ 


ing  but  not  before  she  had  given  strength, 
courage,  joy  and  her  unique  way  of  seeing  to  the 
world. 


Martin  Cobin  opens  up  language  for  us  in 
“Watch  Thy  Language,  Friend”  which  are  his 
reflections  following  a meditative  re-reading  of 
John  Woolman’s  Journo/.  It  is  written  in  a 
Friendly  dissenting  spirit  which  recognizes 
assumptions  and  dangers  in  the  terminology  of 
language  and  in  its  communication.  Many 
Friends  know  Martin  as  a teacher  and  poet.  He 
shares  here  his  fundamental  religious  insights. 

Shirley  Ruth 


The  editor  apologizes  to  Marshall  Massey  for 
our  error  of  omission  in  his  article,  A Protocol 
for  Holy  Ground  [Introducing  the  Nature 


Amendment],  published  in  F.B.  January  1990. 
On  page  88,  the  first  sentence  should  read:  . . .It 
was  the  feeling  that  alcoholism  could  not  be 
outlawed  in  any  way  that  would  be  both  simple 
and  just,  that  caused  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment  to  be  repealed. 


The  caption  to  Ernie  Goertz^n’s  drawing 
on  p.  85,  F.B.,  January  1990,  should  have 
been  Bear  Creek. 
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Watch  Thy  Language,  Friend 

by  Martin  Cobin,  Boulder  Meeting 

For  the  first  time  I have  read  John  Woolman’s 
Journal  from  cover  to  cover  in  a sufficiently  short 
period  of  time  (two  days)  to  be  able  to  respond  to  the 
totality.  I’ve  also  read  it  under  circumstances  (while 
camped  in  a National  Forest  Area  in  the  Arizona 
desert)  that  allowed  me  to  reflect  upon  it  free  of 
distractions.  The  impact  made  was  powerful  and  I feel 
motivated  to  share  some  of  my  reactions. 

What  comes  through  to  me,  first  and  foremost,  is 
John  Woolman’s  concern  for  his  relationship  with 
God.  He  extends  this  to  a concern  for  his  relation- 
ship  with  other  people.  He  displays  a great  interest 
also  in  the  interrelationship  of  people  with  each  other 
and  with  God.  Out  of  this  emerges  a variety  of 
concerns  for  slavery,  human  labor,  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  wealth  which  occupy  Woolman’s  writing.  He 
gives  lesser  but  definite  attention  to  the  situation  of 
Native  Americans  and  the  status  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  Woolman  reveals  himself,  through  his 
writing,  as  a person  of  sensitivity,  tenderness, 
humility,  intelligence,  integrity,  and  an  unusual 
capacity  to  behave  in  accord  with  his  stated  prin- 
ciples. This  correspondence  of  principles  and 
behavior,  indeed,  is  so  great  as  to  startle  me.  I am 
compelled,  as  a consequence,  to  search  within  myself 
for  two  answers:  How  does  my  behavior  correspond 
with  what  I describe  as  my  principles?  How  do  my 
principles  and  behavior  relate  to  the  values  set  forth 
and  exemplified  in  John  Woolman’s  Journal?  The  first 
question  demands  ongoing,  private  examination.  The 
answers  I come  to  today  are  important  for  me  but  of 
greater  importance,  probably,  is  that  I keep  asking  and 
keep  seeking  to  answer  the  question  — tomorrow  and 
the  next  day  and  on  into  the  future.  The  search  for 
an  answer  to  the  second  question  leads  me  to  realize 
that  the  Journal  reflects  values  based  on  a number  of 
assumptions.  I feel  a need  to  examine  the  nature  and 
implications,  or  potential  consequences,  of  these 
assumptions. 

Examining  Assumptions 

One  assumption  is  that  human  beings  are  on  the 


earth  to  serve  a purpose  of  some  sort.  Another 
assumption  is  that  there  are  certain  expectations  with 
regard  to  human  behavior.  Preferable  human 
behavior  is  suggested  as  that  of  people  who  are  kind, 
nurturing,  humble,  sharing,  respectful  and  loving  of 
one  another,  and  careful  not  to  exploit  or  harm  each 
other  or  their  environment.  Harmonious  and 
peaceful  behavior  is  considered  beneficial.  These 
appear  to  be  the  major  assumptions,  and  what  is  built 
upon  them  in  the  form  of  statements  of  principle  and 
behavioral  activities  is  expressed  in  a terminology 
involving  God  and  Christianity. 

I greatly  respect  those  who  can  be  motivated  by 
such  assumptions  to  beneficial  patterns  of  behavior. 
My  own  experience  and  reflection  lead  me  to  accept, 
as  beneficial,  behavior  that  is  peaceful  and  harmoni- 
ous. I do  not,  however,  feel  impelled  to  accept  John 
Woolman’s  assumptions  as  I am  sensitive  to  them, 
and  I have  a strong  reluctance  to  embrace  his 
terminology. 

It  may  be  true,  but  it  does  not  seem  self-evident  to 
me,  that  human  beings  were  placed  upon  the  earth  for 
a given  purpose.  It  may  be  true,  but  it  is  also  not  self- 
evident  to  me,  that  the  earth  and  humanity  are 
accidental  evolutions  beyond  our  capacity  to 
comprehend.  There  are  dangers  involved  with  the  as- 
sumptions themselves  and  — what  is  generally  less 
clearly  recognized  — with  the  terminology  in  which 
they  are  expressed. 

Dangers  of  Assumptions 

What  dangers  can  be  involved  in  the  assumptions? 
The  simple  danger  exists  of  failing  to  recognize  that 
they  may  only  be  aspects  of  a simplification,  the 
utility  of  which  is  to  be  continuously  tested.  When 
this  is  not  recognized,  we  may  consider  the  assump- 
tions as  truths  to  be  defended.  At  this  level  of 
perception,  we  have  witnessed,  historically,  the  killing 
of  heretics  and  the  forced  confessions  of  unbelievers 
or  of  those  searching  for  new  understandings.  The 
danger,  then,  is  less  in  the  assumptions  themselves 
than  in  our  attitudes  toward  them.  Since  the  very 
process  of  living  necessitates  the  making  of  assump- 
tions, the  matter  of  our  attitude  toward  the  assump- 
tions emerges  as  one  of  great  importance. 
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Dangers  of  Terminology 

What  dangers  can  be  involved  in  the  terminology? 
The  terminology  can  shape  our  attitudes  toward  what 
we  express  and  hear  expressed.  To  communicate 
about  anything  we  must  have  a language  of  communi- 
cation. Language  entails  terminology  and  a terminol- 
ogy of  religious  concepts  that  includes  “God,”  “Jesus,” 
and  “Christianity”  may  help  us  clarify  our  own 
religious  values  and  help  us  communicate  those  values 
to  others.  Such  communication  may  facilitate  the 
acceptance,  by  others  (in  principle  and  practice),  of 
the  virtues  of  love,  tenderness,  and  the  like.  If  I use 
the  word  “may”  and  if  I admit  the  word  “can”  I do 
not,  however,  accept  the  word  “will.”  It  does  not 
necessarily  follow  that  the  terminology  of  “God,” 
“Jesus,”  and  “Christianity”  will  communicate  what  is 
desired  by  a religious  speaker  or  writer.  Such 
terminology  may,  in  fact,  be  counter-productive  or,  as 
I have  suggested,  dangerous. 

The  danger  is  real,  however  much  it  may  not  exist 
in  any  one  instance  or  in  any  number  of  instances. 
Perhaps  it  is  comparable  to  the  danger  of  power  or  the 
danger  of  wealth.  When  we  say,  “power  corrupts,”  we 
do  not  necessarily  mean  that  all  those  who  possess 


power  have  been  corrupted  by  it.  We  do  mean  that 
there  is  a dangerous  tendency,  of  which  we  should  be 
conscious,  for  power  to  corrupt  people.  In  the 
writings  of  John  Woolman  there  is  a similar  attitude 
toward  wealth.  He  does  not  express  the  conviction 
that  all  who  possess  wealth  are  corrupted  by  it.  He 
indicates,  rather,  that  the  desire  for  wealth  and  the 
accumulation  of  wealth  have  a tendency  to  corrupt  in 
ways  that  we  should  be  sensitive  to  and  about  which 
we  must  exercise  care.  I see  something  very  much  like 
this  in  the  tendencies  that  accompany  our  insensitive, 
careless,  and  thoughtless  use  of  the  terminology  of  a 
specific  religious  organization  or  tradition.  The 
danger  exists  despite  the  fact  that  not  all  who  use  a 


specific  religious  terminology  are  corrupted  by  it.  The 
danger  exists  despite  the  value  we  recognize  this 
terminology  to  possess  in  clarifying  our  own  belief 
and  in  communicating  them  to  many  others.  The 
danger  exists  in  the  use  of  the  terminology  of  any 
specific  religion.  Since  I write  as  a Friend,  however, 
and  out  of  meditations  stimulated  by  John  Woolman, 

I will  focus  here  primarily  on  Christian  terminology. 

One  of  the  dangerous  tendencies  of  expressing  our 
values  solely  in  Christian  terminology  is  that  it  may 
lead  us  to  believe  that  these  values  are  to  be  found 
only  in  Christians.  The  mistrust  many  Christians 
have  of  anyone  who  is  not  Christian  is  an  example  of 
this.  My  own  experience  of  living  has  brought  me 
into  contact  with  loving,  peaceful,  humble  people  of 
integrity  and  sensitivity  who  were  not  Christians. 

Another  dangerous  tendency  is  that  of  believing 
Christians  have  an  advantage  because  of  their  access 
to  what  others  cannot  possess.  This  is  reflected  in  the 
belief  of  many  Christians  that  there  is  not  only  a 
Heaven  but  that  only  Christians  can  get  into  it.  The 
belief  is  also  reflected  in  much  of  the  commitment  to 
proselytizing  and  conversion  where  the  love  of  our 
non-Christian  fellow  humans  prompts  us  to  help  them 
emerge  from  their  spiritual  darkness  and  share  in  the 


glories  that  will  be  available  to  them  only  as 
Christians.  This  trendency  conflicts  with  the  very 
values  of  humility,  love,  sensitivity,  and  harmony  that 
are  proclaimed  as  integral  to  the  faith  and  practice  of 
Christianity.  Yet  the  distortion  of  values  is  so  great  that 
self  ■'proclaimed  Christians  often  fail  to  sense  any  distortion 
at  all.  As  “good  Christians,”  many  have  freely 
participated  in  military  Crusades  against  Saracens, 
pogroms  against  Jews,  and  exclusive  convenants  of 
various  sorts  against  non-Christians.  As  “good 
Christians,”  missionary  activity  can  be  considered 
fundamentally  insulting  by  the  very  people  targeted 
for  enlightenment  and  salvation. 

A third  dangerous  tendency  is  to  associate  virtue 

(Continued  on  page  106) 


One  of  the  dangerous  tendencies  of  expressing  our  values  solely 
in  Christian  terminology  is  that  it  may  lead  us  to  believe  that 
these  values  are  to  be  found  only  in  Christians. 
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(Watch  Thy  Language,  Friend:  continued  from  page  105) 
SO  closely  with  Christianity  as  to  conclude  that,  by 
definition,  Christians  are  virtuous  people.  This 
encourages  hypocrisy  in  allowing  the  form  to  be 
confused  with  the  substance.  In  my  experience.  I’ve 
met  a number  of  self'professed  Christians  — fully 
accepted  as  such  by  other  Christians  — who  were 
quite  lacking  in  many  of  the  so-called  “Christian” 
virtues. 

A fourth  dangerous  tendency  is  to  realize  the 
frequent  discrepancy  between  Christian  faith  and 
Christian  practice  and  to  accept  it  as  unavoidable. 

We  are,  after  all,  only  human.  The  life  of  Jesus  on 
earth  provided  an  example  of  what  we  should  seek  to 
be.  As  the  Son  of  God,  He  demonstrated  the  goal 
toward  which  we  should  strive.  We,  however,  are 
merely  mortal.  We  have  our  imperfections.  Jesus, 
then,  was  a teacher,  not  a model.  This  way  of  looking 
at  the  relationship  between  faith  and  practice 
provides  a good  excuse  for  our  inabilities  and, 
therefore,  makes  us  more  comfortable;  but  it  presents 
several  problems.  For  one,  what  do  we  do  when  we 
find  someone  like  John  Woolman  who  takes  the  life 
of  Jesus  as  a model  and  succeeds  in  living  up  to  it?  Do 
we  abandon  our  rationalization  about  our  own 
weakness  or  do  we  proclaim  each  John  Woolman  as 
another  Son  of  God  on  earth?  More  importantly, 
however,  where  do  we  draw  the  line  between 
weakness  and  wrongdoing?  How  comfortable  are  we 
willing  to  be?  Once  we  abandon  the  belief  in  our  own 
ability  to  live  up  to  our  principles,  is  there  any  limit  to 
the  degree  to  which  we  will  allow  circumstances  to  di- 
minish the  strength  of  our  efforts  to  live  up  to  our 
ideals? 

A fifth  dangerous  tendency  of  which  I am 
currently  aware  is  excessive  feelings  of  self-righteous- 
ness or  guilt.  If  we  identify  virtue  with  Christianity, 
what  is  the  consequence  of  success  or  failure  in  our 
efforts  to  be  good  Christians?  Success  may  bring  a 
sense  of  contentment  and  tranquility;  frequently, 
however,  it  results  in  self-righteous  feelings  of 
superiority.  Failure  may  bring  renewed  determination 
and  effort  to  improve;  frequently,  however,  it  results 
in  guilt  pressures  that  are  painful  and  disabling. 

I have  drawn  attention  to  the  dangers  of  exclusive- 
ness, superiority,  assumed  virtue,  abandonment  of 
commitment,  and  the  distractions  of  self-righteous- 


ness or  guilt.  Each  of  these  is  capable  of  lessening  us 
as  people  and,  if  widespread,  of  making  the  world  a 
poorer  place  in  which  to  live.  I’ve  described  these 
dangers  as  tendencies  that  may  emerge  from  too 
closely  (or  too  exclusively)  identifying  whatever  we 
believe  to  be  virtue  with  the  historical  experiences 
and  terminology  of  Christianity.  As  I indicated 
earlier,  however,  I have  done  this  merely  to  provide 
an  example.  I see  these  dangers  as  tendencies  that 
may  emerge  from  too  exclusive  an  identification  of 
virtue  with  the  terminology  and  experiences  of  any 
organization  or  group,  religious  or  even  non-religious. 
All  people  have  access  to  what  we  or  they  may 
consider  virtue.  All  people  have  a capacity  to 
understand  and  practice  virtue.  Anything  within  our 
own  religious  belief  or  practice  that  obscures  our 

I see  these  dangers  as 
tendencies  that  may  emerge 
from  too  exclusive  an 
identification  of  virtue  with 
the  terminology  and 
experiences  of  any 
organization  or  group, 
religious  or  even 
non-religious. 

awareness  of  this  capacity  diminishes  our  own 
capacity. 

I do  not  see  religious  specificity  and  language  as 
innately  evil  and  as  necessarily  corrupting,  but  I do 
see  the  danger  of  corruption.  I believe,  therefore,  that 
those  who  subscribe  to  a specific  faith  and  identify  the 
virtues  of  good  living  with  the  practices  and  terminol- 
ogy unique  to  that  faith,  should  be  alert  to  the  danger 
of  corruption.  For  this  reason,  I feel  uncomfortable 
when  people  who  are  strongly  entrenched  in  the 
structure  and  terminology  of  a religious  denomination 
take  joy  in  their  denominational  identity  and 
terminology,  take  pains  to  raise  their  offspring  to 
embrace  the  same  identity  and  terminology,  encour- 
age others  to  join  them  in  embracing  that  identity 
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and  terminology,  and  — in  the  process  — give  no 
evidence  of  any  awareness  of  the  danger  of  corruption. 

I must  acknowledge  that  feared  dangers  do  not 
always  materialize.  John  Woolman’s  use  of  his 
Christian  heritage  and  terminology  did  not  corrupt 
his  virtues.  I find  that  reassuring.  However,  I am 
impressed  and  depressed  by  the  extent  to  which  John 
Woolman,  in  his  time,  felt  the  need  to  wrestle  with 
the  consciences  of  his  fellow  Christians.  Nor  am  I 
uplifted  by  any  realization  of  great  transformations 
that  have  occurred  between  John  Woolman’s  time 
and  our  own.  I see  no  vanishing  of  the  need  to 
wrestle  with  Christian  consciences.  There  is  a similar 
need  to  wrestle  with  the  conscience  of  those  of  other 
faiths  who  strive  for  conformity  between  their 
principles  and  their  ways  of  life. 

Continuous  Seeking 

Am  I assuming  an  attitude  of  hopelessness?  I don’t 
believe  so.  In  my  search  for  values,  I am  rejecting 
exclusiveness.  I am  aware  of  completely  different 
value  systems  that  take  me  beyond  what  I understand. 

I have  no  need  to  accept  or  reject  in  order  to  believe 
in  and  to  be  concerned  for  what  I can  and  do 
understand  — the  quality  of  our  lives  on  this  earth. 
Sensitivity  forces  me  to  be  concerned  with  this  even 
as  humility  allows  me  to  accept  my  inability  to  see  the 
overall  pattern  or  even  to  know  whether  there  is  one. 
Experience  identifies  for  me  a number  of  beliefe  and 
behaviors  as  beneficial  to  human  and  social  well- 
being and,  in  that  sense,  virtuous.  The  experience  I 
refer  to  is  both  personal  and  vicarious.  I have  gained 
it  directly  through  observation  and  study,  through  in- 
tellectual and  artistic  sharing,  through  worship  and 
contemplation.  It  is  subject  to  the  testing  of  further 
direct  involvement,  of  other  vicarious  interactions 
and  of  ongoing  spiritual  leadings. 

I learned  long  ago  the  advantages  of  not  limiting 
my  sources  of  information.  I believe  this  applies  as 
well  to  the  sources  of  insight  into  values  and  behavior 
patterns.  I believe  it  applies  to  the  variety  of  channels 
provided  by  religious  traditions  and  interpretations.  I 
believe  it  applies  to  the  sources  tapped  and  made 
available  to  people  of  profound  sensitivity  and 
awareness  who  lived  and  expressed  themselves  outside 
any  specific  religious  context  and  without  benefit  of 


any  specific  religious  terminology.  I want  access  to  all 
this.  I do  not  want  my  awareness  and  appreciation  of 
any  faith  (including  the  one  I currently  consider  my 
own)  to  blind  me  to  the  wisdom  and  value  of  other 
faiths.  My  attitude  is  one  of  continuous  seeking. 
Hopelessness  is  no  part  of  it. 

Friends  for  300 
Words 

A Handbook  for  Newspeak 

by  Madge  Seaver,  Palo  Alto  Meeting 

When  I was  among  British  Friends  last  spring  at 
Woodbrooke  and  at  Westminster  Meeting  in  London, 
I was  unable  to  account  for  my  relaxed  state  in 
conversation  or  in  speaking  in  Meeting  for  Worship. 
Then  it  came  to  me.  British  Friends  have  not  adopted 
that  severe  rejection  of  those  of  us  who  haven’t  yet 
conquered  feminist  newspeak.  Take  pity  on  the  old 
among  us.  This  is  a plea  for  a handbook. 

I used  to  take  some  pride  in  my  facility  with 
languages,  first  French  and  Latin;  then  in  Hong  Kong, 
Cantonese.  There’s  very  little  left  of  any  of  them. 
Almost  nothing  of  the  latter  except  “How  are  you? 

I’m  fine.”  and  the  three  different  ways  of  saying  thank 
you,  depending  on  the  gift.  But  nowadays  I walk  on  a 
minefield,  for  I realize  that  I must  learn  feminist 
newspeak. 

I’ve  learned  that  we  are  no  longer  men  or  women 
but  persons.  So  far,  so  good.  I try  not  to  call  anyone  a 
housewife,  a hostess,  or  a stewardess,  but  I get  quite 
tense  in  some  situations  like  plural  pronouns  referring 
to  singular  nouns.  For  example,  does  a student  bring 
me  their  book? 

I need  a handbook  so  that  I can  anticipate  a 
minefield  and  avoid  being  blown  up  like  the  distin- 
guished Friend  speaking  in  a Meeting  for  Worship  in  a 
Yearly  Meeting  in  the  East  whose  message  was 
interrupted  by  several  young  persons  declaiming  as 
they  walked  out  that  they  could  not  sit  still  for  such 
sexist  language. 

Therefore,  when  I was  among  British  Friends,  I was 
(Continued  on  page  108) 
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(Friends  for  300  Words;  continued  from  page  107) 
relieved  to  note  that  they  appear  to  have  no  hidden 
handbook.  They  regularly  refer  to  God  as  he  without 
missiles  aimed  at  them.  I did  hear  one  Friend  in 
private  conversation  say  that  we  should  not  refer  to 
the  Kingdom  of  God  but  to  the  reign  of  God.  I have 
been  practicing  that. 

But  1 am  puzzled  about  Friends  who  invoke  a 
Goddess  in  prayer.  Is  she  to  be  referred  to  as  they? 
She?  Bang!  That  was  a mine  blowing  up.  Help!  I 
need  a handbook. 

A Visit  wito  Andrew 

hy  }vielissa  Lovett^Adairf  Humboldt  Meeting 

1 sit  spellbound,  watching  the  news  of  changes  in 
Eastern  Europe.  1 am  amazed  at  the  speed  and 
breadth  of  the  transformation  that  is  unfolding,  and 
each  day  wonder  what  could  possibly  happen  next. 

No  one  anticipated  such  changes  in  1987  when  1 
traveled  to  the  USSR  with  Friends  on  the  first  Peace 
Tour  sponsored  by  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting’s  East- West 
Relations  Committee,  but  that  trip  has  given  me 
another,  more  personal  perspective  on  recent  events. 
Prior  to  planning  for  that  trip  1 knew  very  little  about 
the  Soviet  Union.  It  had  never  been  a topic  of  study 
in  the  public  schools  I attended.  I knew  in  my  heart 
we  are  all  neighbors  around  the  globe,  but  I did  not 
feel  it.  I wanted  to  feel  as  one  family  with  the  people 
there,  but  my  lack  of  knowledge  prevented  this.  I 
hoped  that  traveling  in  the  USSR  would  make  the 
people  real  to  me  and  would  turn  them  into  neigh- 
bors. 

It  was  not  surprising  that  the  highlight  of  the  trip 
for  me  was  the  friendship  that  developed  with  a young 
man  in  Kiev.  Andrew’s  name  and  address  had  been 
given  to  me  by  my  friend  and  neighbor,  Edilith 
Eckart,  of  Humboldt  Meeting.  Edilith  had  met 
Andrew  on  previous  trips  to  the  USSR.  Andrew  was 
delighted  to  meet  with  several  of  us  on  the  tour,  and 
brought  along  a few  of  his  friends,  all  young  people  in 
their  twenties.  We  walked  and  talked  through  the 
streets  of  Kiev  until  we  reached  the  top  of  a high  hill. 
There,  overlooking  Kiev  in  the  sunset  we  sang  songs 
from  our  different  cultures.  We  ended  up  back  at 
Andrew’s  tiny  apartment  for  a lovely  tea  party 
prepared  by  Andrew’s  wife,  Oxana,  and  his  mother. 


Andrew  Kapilovshy  during  his  visit  in  Areata,  November 


1989, 

The  animated  conversations,  on  many  topics,  contin- 
ued long  into  the  night.  We  discussed  the  newly 
emerging  glasnost  and  perestroika,  Chernobyl,  personal 
dreams,  plans  and  frustrations.  Andrew  spoke  in  his 
halting  English  of  consciousness  and  how  limited  he 
thought  the  consciousness  of  the  old  style  leaders  was. 
Andrew  spoke  very  highly  of  Gorbachev  and  the 
promise  he  offered  for  a change  in  government.  This, 
Andrew  felt,  was  a shift  to  a higher  level  of  conscious- 
ness. He  was  very  excited  by  the  changes  he  was  just 
beginning  to  see  in  the  press. 

Over  the  few  days  we  visited  together,  my  heart 
warmed  and  a deep  friendship  developed.  I wanted  so 
much  to  invite  Andrew  to  my  home,  to  return  his 
most  generous  hospitality,  show  him  my  life,  and  to 
continue  our  conversations.  But  we  all  knew  this 
could  not  be.  Andrew  was  a young  worker  with  none 
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of  the  connections  necessary  to  get  the  much  coveted 
visa  to  visit  the  West.  At  that  time  visas  to  America 
were  reserved  for  the  elite. 

In  November  1989,  Andrew  came  to  visit!  He 
came  as  part  of  the  Soviets  Meet  Middle  America 
project  of  the  Center  for  US-USSR  Initiatives.  This 
project,  directed  by  Kay  Anderson  of  San  Francisco 
Meeting,  brought  Soviets  to  communities  all  over  the 
USA  for  citizen  diplomacy  visits.  Andrew  spent  a 
week  with  my  husband  and  me  in  Areata,  California. 
He  was  awed  by  the  abundance  of  consumer  goods 
available  here,  and  by  the  freedom  we  enjoy.  He 
spoke  of  his  frustration  with  the  promised  changes  in 
the  USSR.  He  feels  that  Gorbachev  is  not  addressing 
the  central  issues,  that  only  the  surface  is  changing 
and  not  the  essence  of  the  problems. 

An  evening  potluck  with  the  Humboldt  Friends 
Meeting  was  followed  by  worship  and  an  opportunity 
for  Andrew  to  ask  questions  about  Quakers.  In  1987 
our  Quakerism  was  not  of  particular  interest  to 
Andrew.  Now  after  three  years  of  visits  from  Friends, 
he  and  his  friends  who  have  met  with  traveling 
Quakers  in  Kiev  are  interested  in  learning  more  about 
us.  Andrew  speaks  of  their  starting  their  own  Quaker 
Meeting  in  Kiev.  He  requested  the  assistance  of 
Friends  in  the  USA.  Perhaps  a Friend  could  be  in 
residence  for  a few  months. 

I am  eager  to  visit  again  with  the  1990  Peace  Tour 
of  Friends  to  renew  friendships,  make  new  friends,  and 
experience  some  of  the  incredible  changes  taking 
place  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

I am  29  years  old,  and  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I 
feel  that  I am  a part  of  an  important  turning  point  in 
history,  and  the  work  I do  can  have  an  impact.  In 
these  times  of  immense  change  each  of  us  has  the 
opportunity  to  have  an  impact.  I am  particularly 
eager  to  see  more  Young  Friends  join  the  Peace  Tour. 
The  young  people  of  the  Soviet  Union  hunger  for 
contact  with  Westerners.  They  live  with  much  fear 
and  uncertainty.  We  have  seen  how  our  friendship 
and  support  is  precious  to  them,  and  encourages  them 
to  pursue  new  opportunities  as  they  open  up  in  their 
country. 

Kay  Anderson  and  I will  take  25  to  30  Quakers 
with  us  to  enjoy  the  many  fascinating  experiences 
available  in  the  USSR.  We  will  meet  with  people 
who  call  themselves  Quakers  in  Moscow,  Leningrad, 


and  Kiev.  We  will  have  opportunities  to  meet  people 
from  many  walks  of  life.  Please  join  us.  We  will  be 
leaving  on  August  24  and  returning  September  10. 
For  itinerary  and  further  information,  please  contact 
Melissa  Lovett-Adair  at  1570  Lena,  Areata,  CA 


95521,  (707)  826-0156,  for  details. 


Andreu;  Kapilovsky  with  Edilith  Eckart  of  Humboldt 
Meeting  and  a local  school  child  during  Andrew's  visit  to 
ArcatOf  November  1989, 


New  Mexico  Quarterly  Report 
TO  Friends  Bulletin 

by  Phyllis  Hoge  Thompson 

Friends  in  New  Mexico  Quarterly,  who  have 
noticed  a gradual  decline  in  attendance,  are  continu- 
ing to  explore  the  function  and  value  of  Quarterly 
Meetings.  In  a threshing  session  in  Albuquerque 
Meeting  we  observed  that  although  the  smaller 
Meetings  are  generally  well  represented,  fewer  and 
fewer  Friends  come  from  the  larger  groups.  To  some, 
this  seemed  merely  a reflection  of  a certain  time  of 
life,  when  the  scheduled  lives  of  families,  especially 
those  with  teenagers,  preclude  a weekend  away  from 
home.  Others  chose  not  to  go  if  their  primary  motive 
was  “I  ought  to.”  Possible  explanations  were  ad- 
dressed during  a mini-retreat  on  February  10,  for  the 
Quarterly  Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee.  If  the 
bias  was  negative  at  the  Albuquerque  Meeting,  when 
friends  who  don’t  go  to  Quarterly  talked  about  why 
they  don’t,  the  bias  among  members  of  Ministry  and 

(Continued  on  page  110) 
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(New  Mexico  Quarterly  News:  continued  from  page  109) 
Oversight,  who  do  go,  was  positive.  The  upshot  of 
these  discussions  is  that  we  need  clearer  communica- 
tion all  around,  and  that  we  need  to  seek  the  right 
balance  between  fellowship  and  business  in  a 
pervasive  atmosphere  of  worship.  Friends  move 
slowly,  but  we  hope  we  have  moved  a few  steps  in  the 
right  direction  by  the  time  of  our  next  Quarterly, 

April  7 &.  8,  at  Holy  Cross  Retreat  in  Las  Cruces, 
when  State  of  the  Meeting  reports  will  be  presented. 

Meanwhile,  among  individual  Meetings  there  is 
less  of  a common  theme  to  report  than  before,  unless 
it  be  continued  growth  and  consequent  offshoots. 
Tiny,  vigorous  Lubbock  is  rumbling  toward  becoming 
a Monthly  Meeting,  and  Chamisa  Preparative 
Meeting,  under  the  care  of  Santa  Fe,  is  increasingly 
active.  Yet,  despite  Chamisa^s  having  relieved  some 
of  the  pressure,  Santa  Fe  is  still  struggling  with  the 
physically  limiting  size  of  its  Meeting  House. 

Among  the  social  concerns  currently  engaging 
member  Meetings  are  committed  relationships  and 
the  troubles  in  El  Salvador.  Chamisa  Preparative  has 
approved  a minute  on  the  celebration  of  marriage 
including  commitments  made  by  persons  of  the  same 
sex.  In  both  Santa  Fe  and  Albuquerque,  discussions 
on  this  subject  are  underway  with  a view  to  a possible 
minute  when  the  time  comes. 

In  addressing  the  continued  suffering  of  the  people 
of  El  Salvador  and  of  refugees  from  that  country  Santa 
Fe  Meeting  charges  us  to  recognize  the  responsibility 
we  bear  as  citizens  of  a democracy. 

In  January  Socorro  Worship  Group  joined  other 
denominations  in  holding  a wide  variety  of  services, 
including  an  unprogrammed  Meeting,  for  observance 
of  the  week  of  Christian  unity. 

Since  November,  Gila  Meeting  has  borne  witness 
in  a weekly  prayer  vigil  for  El  Salvador  at  the  Silver 
City  post  office,  as  well  as  having  joined  with  a 
Roman  Catholic  group  in  a march  of  witness.  Several 
Friends  have  spoken  of  how  readily  Catholics  and 
Quakers  seem  able  to  act  in  concert  with  one  another 
in  a good  cause. 

At  the  same  time,  Albuquerque  Meeting, 
reluctant  because  of  its  diverse  membership  to  sponsor 
activities  specifically  labeled  “Christian,”  is  struggling 
to  define  the  relationship  of  Quakers  with  other 
religious  groups.  They  are,  however,  seeking  through 


a newly  re-formed  Peace  and  Social  Concerns 
Committee  to  find  a way  to  engage  as  a Meeting  in 
social  action.  Albuquerque^s  weekly  Quaker  Support 
group  as  well  as  the  weekly  worship -sharing  group 
seem  to  be  adding  a deeper  dimension  of  affection  to 
the  First  Day  Meeting  for  Worship,  the  small  groups 
influencing  the  tone  of  the  larger  one. 

Durango  Meeting  likewise  seems  to  be  exploring 
ways  to  deepen  spiritual  experience,  especially  among 
men.  Their  thoughtful  newsletter,  which  always 
carries  birthday  greetings  to  members  and  includes 
evocative  short  essays  and  narratives,  also  suggests 
that  they  are  looking  into  a Meeting  House,  a major 
change  for  any  Meeting. 

Finally,  Ground  Hog  Day  marked  the  deadline  for 
entries  to  the  publication  of  the  IMYM  writing  group. 
The  collection  will  include,  among  others,  the  work 
of  Josephine  Coats,  previous  Clerk  of  Quarterly, 
whose  80th  birthday  we  are  celebrating  all  during  the 
coming  season  throughout  the  state  of  New  Mexico, 
and  parts  of  Texas  and  Colorado  as  well. 

News  of  Meetings 

hy  Lois  Vincent,  San  Fernando  Meeting 

As  part  of  Santa  Monica  Meeting's  series  of 
meetings  to  help  old  and  new  Friends  deepen  their 
understanding  of  Quakerism,  one  was  scheduled  with 
the  facetious  title,  “Everything  You  Wanted  to  Know 
about  Quakerism  but  Were  Afraid  to  Ask.”  Bob 
Vogel,  former  West  Coast  AFSC  staff,  shared  his 
personal  insights,  covering  such  questions  as:  What 
do  you  mean  by  God?  How  do  Friends  feel  about 
homosexuality? 

Santa  Barbara  Meeting  convened  a Seekers 
Meeting  based  on  articles  in  the  January  Friends 
Journal  on  “Handling  Conflict.” 

San  Fernando  Valley  Meeting  has  some  new 
young  attenders  who  are  a welcome  balance  to  the 
half-dozen  seniors  there.  These  young  people  are 
planning  a course  in  Quakerism  101,  which  originated 
in  Philadelphia.  Member  Jeannie  Graves  is  anwering 
a call  she  has  had  for  a long  time  to  visit  prisons.  She 
has  now  begun  regular  visitations  to  the  federal  prison 
in  downtown  Los  Angeles.  A thousand  people  are 
kept  there  and  many  more  visitors  are  needed. 
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Jeannie  is  working  under  the  auspices  of  an  excellent 
support  group,  P.V.S.  (Prisoners  Visitation  Support) 
and  would  be  glad  to  talk  to  anyone  interested  in 
doing  this  compassionate  and  needed  work. 

Orange  Grove  Meeting  has  been  asked  by  the 
mayor  of  Pasadena  to  join  a week  of  coordinated 
religious  activities  to  address  the  issues  of  illegal  drugs 
and  the  abuse  of  alcohol.  The  Meeting  has  a United 
Nations  Committee  which  meets  monthly  at  the 
home  of  the  clerk  of  the  committee.  Plans  include 
letter  writing  brigades  and  a session  for  the  regular 
First  Day  adult  education  period.  The  Meeting  has 
also  established  a Unity  with  Nature  Committee 
which  meets  monthly  and  which  also  is  to  have  a 
regular  letter  writing  and  an  adult  education  session  in 
the  spring. 

Pima  Meeting  in  Tucson,  source  of  the  Sanctuary 
Movement,  is  enjoying  a new  and  larger  place  of 
worship,  a house  they  have  renovated  at  931  N 5th 
Avenue,  not  too  far  from  their  former  meeting  place. 
They  have  a most  interesting  and  active  Senior 
Options  and  Choices  Committee  which  meets 
regularly  at  breakfast  and  plans  excursions,  forums  and 
workshops.  This  Committee  is  putting  together  a 
Service  Register  from  a questionnaire  asking  for 
volunteers  for  such  things  as  caring  for  personal  needs, 
advocates,  trips  for  errands  or  just  airings  for  the 
elderly. 

[If  your  Meeting  is  in  Southern  California 
Quarterly  Meeting,  please  send  newsletters  or  news 
of  your  Meetings  to  Lois  Vincent,  14200  Grammar 
PI.,  Panorama  City,  CA  91402.] 


Problematic  Language 

Dear  Editor, 

On  several  occasions,  I have  been  troubled  to  hear 
Quakers  use  the  expression  “kindly  slave -owners." 

This  is  a contradiction  in  terms.  There  were  no 
kindly  slave  owners  just  as  there  are  no  kindly  child 
abusers.  What  would  have  happened,  for  example, 
had  the  slaves  decided  not  to  work  or  simply  decided 
not  to  be  slaves  any  longer  and  left  the  plantation? 

We  must  realize  that  Quaker  slave-owners  were  as 


morally  and  spiritually  corrupt  as  any  other  slave- 
owners. 

Ted  Thompson 
University  Meeting 

Qreetings  from  Ben  Norris 

Dear  Friends, 

In  response  to  your  editor’s  invitation  I send  warm 
greetings  to  all  who  may  remember  this  stray  from 
PYM,  occasioned  by  my  moving  to  New  York  City 
when  I retired  from  teaching  at  the  University  of 
Hawaii  in  June  of  1976.  I had  become  a Friend  in 
1949  in  Honolulu  and  later,  when  travel  became  a bit 
easier,  I grew  to  love  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  gather- 
ings. 

It  was  a great  pleasure  a few  weeks  ago  to  encoun- 
ter Paul  Jolly  again,  this  time  at  15th  Street  Meeting 
in  New  York  City,  my  present  home  Meeting.  I 
recalled  my  still  vivid  memory  of  him  as  a youngster 
choosing  to  join  an  adult  worship- sharing  group  at 
PYM  at  St  Mary’s  College  in  Oakland,  and  my  delight 
at  being  in  “his”  group.  Now  when  I see  his  name  in 
promotional  mailings  from  Pendle  Hill,  the  same 
pleasure  returns,  and  PYM  is  always  in  the  back- 
ground. 

In  recent  years  I have  become  increasingly  active 
in  Friends  General  Conference,  originally  because  it 
reminded  me  so  much  of  my  beloved  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting.  Now  I serve  on  Central  Committee,  Long 
Range  Conference  Planning,  Planning  for  the  1990 
Summer  Gathering,  Advisory  Committee,  and  as  one 
of  nine  Overseers  for  Friends  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Concerns.  From  these  vantage  points  I am  sometimes 
aware  of  overtures  and  responses  to  and  from  PYM  on 
the  subject  of  affiliation  with  FGC.  It  would  be 
delightful  (to  me)  to  see  old  friends  again  — but  what 
geographical  distances!  Of  course,  you  already  have 
gatherings  with  the  same  character  as  FGC  summer 
gathering. 

I am  still  painting  and  exhibiting  in  New  York,  am 
active  in  a variety  of  ways  in  my  Monthly  Meeting, 
and  remain  always  thankful  for  continuing  good 
health  and  energy. 

Love  and  good  wishes  to  you  all. 

Ben  Norris 
(Continued  on  page  112) 
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(Letters:  continued  from  page  111) 

With  Appreciation 

Dear  Editor, 

I want  to  let  you  know  how  much  I appreciate  your 
perception  that  the  aesthetic  human  dimension  is 
fundamentally  spiritual,  which  I find  projected  in  the 
Friends  Bulletin.  My  wife,  who  is  non-Quaker  in 
membership  but  who  is  highly  sensitive  and  spiritual, 
is  aware  of  the  aesthetic/spiritual  dimension  of  the 
Bulletin,  and  we  both  appreciate  it. 

Sincerely, 
Roger  Weaver 
Corvallis  Meeting 

Quaker  United  Nations  Committee 
Consults  on  Quaker  United 
Nations  Oeeice  Priorities 

by  Clare  Qalbraith,  Representative  to  QUNC 

The  December  4,  1989  meeting  of  the  Quaker 
United  Nations  Committee  focused  on  the  Quaker 
United  Nations  Office  priorities.  In  January  represen- 
tatives of  QUNO  Geneva,  QUNO  New  York,  the 
AFSC  International  Division,  Quaker  Peace  and 
Service,  London,  and  PX^CC  met  for  a week  at 
Pendle  Hill.  TTiere,  priorities  for  the  year  were  agreed 
upon,  and  strategies  and  tactics  worked  out. 

The  QUNC  was  informed  of  office  proposals  and 
in  small  groups  explored  the  issues,  guided  by  staff- 
prepared  briefings  and  the  following  questions: 

I.  Women:  What  was  the  nature  of  the 
discussion  of  women  at  the  44th  General  Assembly, 
and  where  would  we  like  to  see  it  go?  What  is  the 
status  of  the  implementation  of  the  Nairobi  Forward 
Looking  Strategies?  (the  status  of  women  in  the 
Secretariat?)  What  role  are  women  playing  in  the 
upcoming  Conference  on  the  Environment? 

II.  Global  Education:  Friends  policy  on 
education?  Do  we  have  an  important  role  to  play? 
What  can  QUNO  do  to  influence  the  concept  of 
“Education  for  All”? 

III.  Economic  Justice:  How  could  a more 
effective  dialogue  be  encouraged  on  economic  issues 
between  the  North  and  South?  The  developing 
countries  speak  of  “sustained  development”  and 


developed  countries  “sustainable  development.”  Are 
these  two  approaches  to  development  compatible 
enough  to  be  part  of  a plan  for  an  environmentally 
sound  future? 

IV.  Cambodia:  What  approaches  to  a 
political  settlement  for  Cambodia  are  we  now  ready  to 
recommend?  How  does  our  perspective  on  an  internal 
settlement  take  account  of  the  conditions  and  needs 
of  the  300,000  population  of  border  camps?  What 
role  do  we  see  the  U.N.  playing  through  the  various 
phases  of  a settlement? 

V.  Question  of  Palestine:  What  is  the 
Intifada  and  what  are  the  responses  to  it?  What  is  the 
present  position  of  Palestine  in  the  General  Assembly 
and  why  are  changes  wanted?  What  do  these  desired 
changes  mean  and  how  does  the  response  of  the 
U.S.A.  affect  the  U.N. ? 

Staff  left  the  meeting  with  a perspective  of  the 
wider  Quaker  reference. 


Book  Review 

by  Sally  W,  Bryan,  University  Meeting 

Charlotte  Fardelmann,  Sink  Doivn  to  the  Seed, 
Pendle  Hill  pamphlet  #283;  Pendle  Hill  Publica- 
tions, Wallingford,  PA.,  19086.  $2.50. 

This  is  a pamphlet  for  all  who  may  have  thought 
longingly  of  a sojourn  at  Pendle  Hill,  for  all  who  are 
curious  about  how  such  an  experience  might  affect 
one’s  life.  It  takes  you  through  the  experience  of 
spiritual  discernment  and  vocational  change  with 
Charlotte  Fardelmann.  From  it,  she  has  developed  a 
slide  show:  “Stand  Still  in  the  Light;  a Spiritual 
Journey  at  Pendle  Hill,”  that  she  shows  at  Meetings  - 
and  similar  gatherings,  inviting  others  to  share  aspects 
of  their  own  spiritual  journeys. 

Never  before  having  experimented  with  pottery, 
Fardelmann  was  moved  to  go  to  the  pottery  shop 
seven  times  in  order  to  do  a series  of  sculptures  from 
her  spiritual  journey.  The  titles  tell  how  the  circling 
movement  goes:  1.  God  Grabbing  me  by  the  Gut;  2. 
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Dark  Night  of  the  Soul;  3.  The  Pillory;  4.  Facing  my 
Monster;  5.  Rebirth;  6.  Stripping;  and  7.  (The  center  of 
the  circle),  Rest  in  the  Lord;  you  are  my  Child.  She  has 
discovered  that  if  she  can  feel  this  center  as  certainty 
in  her  heart,  she  can  go  through  any  “nightmare” 
experiences  in  her  life  with  relative  calmness. 

The  closing  paragraph  of  this  worthwhile  and 
interesting  booklet  epitomizes  the  author’s  tone  and 
her  message:  “As  I think  back  on  this  four-year 
journey,  1 have  a lot  for  which  to  be  thankful.  My  life 
pace  moves  slower  and  my  inner  drive  has  lost  its 
hold.  In  place  of  a constant  inner  pressure  to  produce, 
1 have  an  ease  that  transcends  the  question  of  what  1 
do.  While  1 sometimes  wonder  where  I will  be  living, 

I have  a sense  that  I am  always  at  Home.  At  the  core 
of  my  being,  where  1 used  to  have  anxiety,  there  is 
inner  peace.” 

Resources 

World  Resources 

Breakthrough  on  Hunger  is  a four-part  PBS-TV 
series  which  will  air  this  spring.  The  Right  Sharing  of 
World  Resources  Committee  (RSWR)  has  joined 
with  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  and  a 
number  of  other  religious  groups  in  a coalition  to 
provide  study  materials  for  the  series  to  extend  the 
opportunity  for  learning  and  involvement  on  these 
issues. 

Breakthrough  on  Hunger  study  packets  may  be 
ordered  by  writing:  Altematives/Coalition,  P.O.  Box 
429,  5263  Bouldercrest  Road,  Allenwood,  Georgia 
30049.  (404)  961-0102. 

1990  Yearly  Meetings  Calendar 

The  1990  Calendar  of  Yearly  Meetings  lists  dates, 
locations,  and  clerks  of  Yearly  Meetings  throughout 
the  world.  For  your  free  copy,  send  a stamped,  self- 
addressed  envelope  to  the  Friends  World  Committee 
for  Consultation,  Section  of  the  Americas,  1506  Race 
Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102. 


Announcements 

Italian  Friend  Seeks  Summer  Work/Exchange 

Young  Friend,  21  studying  Chemistry  in  Italy 
would  like  to  do  a work/exchange  in  the  Bay  Area  or 
Northwest  U.S.A.  from  mid-June  1990  to  mid- 
September.  Willing  to  work  as  a volunteer  in  a family 
or  social/community  center  while  improving  her 
English.  She  could  give  Italian  and  French  conversa- 
tion lessons.  Contact  Sonia  Pema  c/o  Franco  Perna, 
European  & Near  East  Section,  FWCC,  1,  rue  B. 

Haal,  L-1711  Luxembourg.  Tel.  352-448720. 

Friends  Committee  on  Scouting 

One  of  the  functions  of  the  newly  formed  Scouting 
Committee  is  to  create  and  make  available  curriculum 
materials  and  awards  for  Quaker  Scouts  seeking  to 
earn  the  Religious  Life  Award.  Those  who  wish  to 
participate  in  this  program  may  receive  forms  for 
ordering  materials  and  awards  by  writing  to:  Friends 
Committee  on  Scouting,  Dennis  Clarke,  85  Willow- 
brook  Road,  Cromwell,  CT  06416. 

FCNL  Names  Jay  Fikes  Legislative  Secretary 
on  Indian  Affairs 

On  January  16,  1990  Jay  Fikes,  a member  of  La 
Jolla  Meeting,  began  work  for  the  Friends  Committee 
on  National  Legislation  (FCNL)  as  legislative 
secretary  specializing  in  Native  American  issues. 

Although  Fikes  has  participated  in  various  peace, 
social  justice,  and  Native  American  causes,  this  is  his 
first  opportunity  to  serve  as  a full-time  political 
activist. 

After  tutoring  at  the  Pala  Indian  Reservation, 

Fikes  decided  to  study  the  connection  between  Native 
American  subsistence  practices  and  religious  beliefs. 

In  1976,  while  a graduate  student  at  the  University  of 
Michigan,  he  began  researching  how  Huichol  Indian 
rituals  facilitated  ecological  adaptation.  He  was 
particularly  impressed  by  the  Huichols’  reverence  for 
plants  and  animals  they  depend  upon  for  survival,  by 
their  commitment  to  social  service  as  the  way  to  the 
good  life,  and  by  their  humility  about  the  human 
position  in  the  great  circle  of  life. 


(Continued  on  page  1 14) 
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Since  completing  his  doctoral  research,  Fikes  has 
served  the  Navajo  Nation  as  a housing  consultant  and 
land  use  planner,  taught  courses  in  cultural  anthropol- 
ogy and  policy  research  at  universities  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Istanbul,  Turkey. 

Memorial  Minutes 

Ron  Chinn 

A Memorial  Meeting  was  held  for  Ron  Chinn  on 
March  25,  1989,  following  his  death  from  cancer. 

Ron  was  a quiet  and  gentle  person  with  deep  seated 
convictions.  Not  a person  to  speak  loudly,  nonethe- 
less he  made  strong  commitments  in  support  of  things 
in  which  he  believed. 

Ron  was  a conscientious  objector  during  World 
War  11  and  became  a member  of  Berkeley  Friends 
Meeting  in  the  1940  s.  After  moving  to  Alaska  in 
1966,  Ron  and  his  wife  Eleanor  helped  to  support  the 
revitalization  of  Chena  Ridge  Friends  Meeting 
(Fairbanks).  Ron  was  active  in  the  Meeting  through- 
out his  time  in  Alaska,  particularly  in  keeping  Friends 
apprised  of  national  and  international  issues  and 
concerns.  He  was  also  an  active  participant  in 
Central  Alaska  Friends  Conference.  Ron  was 
involved  in  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Leg- 
islation and  also  had  a strong  interest  and  belief  in  the 
mission  of  the  United  Nations.  Throughout  his  life, 
Ron  was  concerned  about  the  causes  of  world  peace, 
justice  and  equality. 

As  his  adult  life  unfolded  Ron  developed  a great 
love  of  teaching.  His  desire  to  learn,  and  to  share  all 
that  he  learned  with  others,  was  one  of  the  central 
themes  of  his  life. 

Ron  was  active  in  the  Democratic  Party  in  Alaska, 
serving  at  different  times  as  a delegate  to  the  state  and 
national  Democratic  Conventions,  precinct  captain, 
and  campaign  treasurer. 

Ron  showed  a strong  love  and  affection  for  his  wife 
and  family.  His  particular  delight  in  his  granddaugh- 
ter, Kara,  was  evident  to  all  who  saw  them  together. 
Ron’s  love  of  life  and  of  Alaska  was  also  evident  in  his 
large  and  prolific  annual  garden. 

No  list  can  accurately  compile  all  that  Ron  did  or, 
more  importantly,  the  example  that  he  set  for  us,  and 
all  that  he  gave  to  his  family,  friends,  and  colleagues. 


Helen  Hintz 

When  Helen  Hintz  withdrew  her  membership 
from  Pima  Meeting  of  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting, 
the  Meeting  reluctantly  accepted  the  resignation.  It 
was  minuted  that  it  would  not  release  her  from  loving 
care,  hence  this  memorial  minute  for  Helen  Hintz 
born  1903  in  Brooklyn  and  deceased  first  month,  29, 
1989. 

Her  daughter,  Mary  Helen  Snyder,  believes  Helen 
Hintz  left  the  Society  of  Friends  after  so  many  years  of 
membership  because  she  felt  that,  in  truth,  she  had 
never  personally  experienced  a personal  relationship 
with  a loving  God. 

Howard  and  Helen  Hintz  enriched  Pima  Meeting 
when  they  came  in  1963  following  a long  commit- 
ment to  Friends  in  New  York  Yearly  Meeting, 
Manhasset  Preparative  Meeting  in  particular.  There 
are  those  of  us  who  recall  Howard’s  death  in  1965  and 
Helen’s  long  painful  grief. 

In  an  autobiographical  sharing  with  Pima  Meeting, 
Helen  wrote,  “How  did  one  learn  to  go  on  living? 

How  did  one  learn  to  accept  this  reality?  How  did 
one  overcome  the  anger  that  anyone  who  was  so 
alive,  who  gave  so  much  to  life  and  lived  and  loved  it 
so  fully,  was  suddenly  deprived  of  it?  For  each  one, 
there  is  a different  solution:  God,  family  love, 
precious  memories,  etc.  — all  strengthening.  Yet  for 
me,  I came  to  realize  that  I must  add  to  these  hard 
work  that  so  absorbed  my  mind  and  grieving  spirit,  as 
to  shut  out  the  unbearable  emptiness.  Right  then 
when  I most  needed  it  my  beloved  League  of  Women 
Voters  came  to  the  rescue.  An  emergency  president 
was  needed  and  I was  invited  to  step  in.  From  then 
on  I accepted  practically  any  responsibility  that  was 
thrown  my  way.  I was  intemperate  in  my  zeal  to  take 
on  jobs.  [She  lists  nine,  including  Clerk  of  Pima 
Meeting.] 

"Another  helpful  outlet  was  drama.  Hardly  a year 
went  by  without  some  sort  of  theater  involvement . . .” 

It  is  our  loss  that  Helen  Hintz,  wonderfully 
talented,  capable  and  efficient,  yet  bubbling  with 
joyous  humor,  did  not  recognize  the  voice  of  God 
which  most  certainly  spoke  to  her  and  through  her  to 
the  benefit  of  so  many. 
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Additions  to  the  Calendar 

Published  in  the  January  1990 
Friends  Bulletin  p.  98 

March  1990 

16-18  FWCC  Section  of  the  Americas 
Annual  Meeting,  Washington,  D.C. 

23-25  Women’s  Gathering,  CO,  Camp  La 
Foret  near  Colorado  Springs.  Contact  Barbara 
Stephens  423-5194  (eves). 

23- 25  “Quaker  Process  De-Mystified”  week- 
end at  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond  sponsored 
by  PYM  and  CPQM  M & O Committees. 

24- 25  Fellowship  in  Unity  with  Nature,  Camp 
Sturtevant  Retreat,  San  Gabriel  Mtns.  Contact 
Pat  Wolff,  (818)359-6614. 

31  Annual  Meeting  AFSC,  First  Unitarian 
Church,  San  Francisco. 

April  1990 

6- 8  So.  CA  Friends  Conference  on  Reli- 

gion and  Psychology,  Rancho  Cielo,  Ramona, 
CA.  Contact  Larry  Hoppis,  8712  N.  Magnolia 
#234,  Santee,  CA  92071. 

7- 8  New  Mexico  Quarterly  Meeting,  Holy 

Cross  Retreat  in  Las  Cruces.  Contact  Nancy 
Nelson  (915)  591-2135. 

13-15  Family  Retreat,  Quaker  Center,  Ben 
Lomond. 

20-22  PYM  Unity  with  Nature  Conference, 
Idyllwild,  CA. 

May  1990 

4- 6  Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting, 

Gwinwood  Retreat  Center,  Lacey,  WA. 

5- 6  So.  CA  Quarterly  Meeting  at  San 

Diego 

12-13  Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting,  Camp 
Adams.. 

19-20  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting, 
Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond. 


June  1990 

12-17  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting,  Ft. 
Lewis  College,  Durango,  CO. 

30  - July  7 Friends  General  Conference, 
Carelton  College,  Northfield,  MN. 

July  1990 

12-16  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Pacific 
Lutheran  College,  Tacoma,  WA. 

29  - Aug  4 Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Craig 
Hall,  Chico,  CA. 


Advertisements 

All  ads  submitted  must  be  consistent  with  the  beliefs  and 
testimonies  of  Friends.  $.40  per  word.  Minimum  charge  $8.00. 
Add  10%  if  boxed.  ALL  ADS  MUST  BE  PREPAID,  payment  ac- 
companying copy.  Graphic  services  available  through  Friends 
Bulletin.  Write  for  an  estimate.  Send  for  information  sheet  with 
prices  for  display  ads  and  mechanical  requirements.  Copy 
deadline:  45  days  prior  to  publication.  Publishing  of  advertise- 
ments does  not  imply  endorsement  by  Friends  Bulletin. 


NEED  A DESKTOP  PUBLISHER? 

The  Friends  Bulletin  desktop  publisher  is  available  to 
typeset  your  pamphlet,  manuscript,  newsletter,  etc. 

We  work  with  you  and  your  budget.  Graphic  design, 
scanning  and  modem  services  available.  Write  or  call 
us  at  Phoenix  Type  and  Design,  Rt.  2 Box  260,  Liberty 
Hill,  TX  78642.  (512)  778-6434. 


DO  YOU  READ 
A Friendly  Letter 
EVERY  MONTH? 

If  not,  maybe  you  should.  Few  Quaker  publica- 
tions have  caused  as  much  talk  and  controversy 
per  page  as  A Friendly  Letter  since  it  first 
appeared  in  1981.  That’s  because  it  has  brought 
a growing  number  of  readers  a unique  series  of 
searching,  crisply  written  reports  on  today’s  key 
Quaker  issues  and  events,  in  a convenient 
newsletter  format.  Many  of  these  reports  have 
been  the  first  and  some  the  only  coverage  of 
these  important  topics.  A year’s  subscription  (12 
issues)  is  $17.95;  sample  copies  free  from  A 

(Continued  on  page  116) 
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Friendly  Letter,  P.O.  Box  1361,  Dept.  B4,  Falls 
Church,  VA  22041. 


LABELS  FOR  USE  IN  RECYCLING 
ENVELOPES 


A tablet  of  25  labels  (3  1/4”  x 6")  is  $1 .00  from 
Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation,  1506 
Race  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102.  They  are 
printed  by  Right  Sharing  of  World  Resources. 


X make  music  and  make  friends 

To  young  people  10-18  years  old  and  their 
families:  Don’t  miss  one  of  the  most  exciting 
and  challenging  summer  youth  programs  in 
existence  — Friends  Music  Camp.  Every  camper 
receives  private  music  lessons.  In  addition,  there 
are  a musical  production;  small  and  large  instru- 
mental ensembles  including  band,  orchestra  and 
jazz;  chorus;  a canoe  trip;  soccer,  volleyball, 
swimming;  a close  and  caring  community 
experience;  and  much  more.  For  a camp 
brochure  and  application  materials,  write  FMC, 
P.O.  Box  427,  Yellow  Springs,  OH  45387.  Or 
phone  (513)  767-1 31 1 or  767-1 81 8. 
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AFSC  Nominates  Elise  Boulding,  Leading  Scholar,  Advocate, 

For  Nobel  Peace  Prize 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  has  nominated  Dr.  Elise  Boulding,  a leading  scholar  and  advocate 
in  the  international  peace  research  movement  and  in  promotion  of  women's  and  children’s  human  rights,  for  the 
1990  Nobel  Peace  Prize.  The  AFSC,  as  a co-recipient  of  the  Nobel  Prize  in  1947,  is  entitled  to  make  a nomina- 
tion each  year. 

The  current  Secretary-General  and  a founder  of  the  International  Peace  Research  Association  (IPRA), 
Boulding  is  former  professor  and  chair  of  the  Sociology  Department  at  Dartmouth  College  and  resides  in  Boulder, 
Colorado.  She  is  a former  University  of  Colorado  professor. 

Her  four  published  volumes  on  the  human  rights  of  women  and  children  include  two  widely  acknowledged 
pioneer  works  — The  Underside  of  History:  A View  of  Women  Through  Time,  and  Women  in  the  Twentieth  Century. 
She  is  author  of  a ground-breaking  book  in  the  conflict  resolution  field:  Building  a Global  Civic  Culture. 

Elise  Boulding  for  20  years  has  been  a consultant  on  peace  research  to  UNESCO  and  to  the  UN  Institute  on 
Training  and  Research.  She  is  a former  member  of  the  U.S.  Congressional  Commission  which  brought  proposals 
for  the  National  Academy  of  Peace  and  Conflict  Resolution  which  was  founded  in  1983  in  Washington,  D.C. 
[Elise  Boulding  is  an  active  member  of  Boulder  Meeting  and  of  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  and  is  beloved 
by  many  Friends  throughout  the  Religious  Society,  To  her,  our  heartfelt  congratulations  on  this  nomination, 
S.R.] 


